
Important Notes:   
• Before you can install the AristoCAT software, you will need to call AristoCAT to get an install 

code.  Note that a different install code is generated each time you install the software so we 
are unable to give you an install code prior to installing the software. 

• If you purchased a computer from AristoCAT, the AristoCAT software will already be installed 
on the computer.  These instructions are included in the event you need to install the software 
on another Windows computer.  You should read the section below on “Moving Your Files to a 
New Computer.” 

• This Master Load CD contains all of the most recent updates.  You do not have to install any 
other updates you might have.  You may want to check our web site (www.aristocat.com) for 
additional updates as they become available. 

 
Installing AristoCAT 

 
To installing the AristoCAT software, do the following: 
1. Close out all running programs, including the AristoCAT icons (if AristoCAT is already installed.) 
2. Click on the Start button, click on Shut Down, then click Restart Computer (not in MS-DOS 

mode). 
3. After Windows has restarted, you are ready to install the software. 
4. Insert the AristoCAT Master Load CD in your CD-ROM drive.  After about 30 seconds, the 

AristoCAT install program should automatically start.  If it does, proceed to step 5.  If the install 
program does not automatically start then do the following: 

Click on the Start button located at the bottom left corner of the screen.  Now click on Run 
and in the Open box type: 
      d:ainstall               press ENTER  (or click OK)      Note that d: is the drive letter of your 
CD-ROM drive. 

 
You will see the AristoCAT Install Program screen.  Click on File, then click on Install  

5. If this is the first time you have installed the AristoCAT software on this computer you will be 
asked for your reporter code.  If you have previously installed the AristoCAT software on 
another computer, you must use that same reporter code. 

6. After you have entered your reporter code, you will be asked for an install code.  You must call 
AristoCAT to get the install code.   

7. The install program will then copy all of the AristoCAT programs from the CD to your hard disk.  
 

Moving Your Files to a New Computer 
  
Copying Files from the Old Computer 
If you are installing the software on a new computer, you will need to move your AristoCAT user 
files (personal dictionary, include files, et. cetera) from another computer to the new one before you 
can use your new computer. 
 
The easiest way to move over your user files is to go into the File Management program on the old 
computer and click on the Backup menu item (if you do not have a backup menu item in the file 
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management program, then you probably have an older version of the file management program.  
It is recommended that you install this CD on the old computer and then use the Backup option).  
The File Management program will zip together your personal dictionary, include files, information 
file(s) and all of your other user files and automatically copy this zip file to a floppy diskette, writable 
CD, USB Flash drive or other removable media.  Take the media to the new computer and using 
the File Management program, copy the zip file onto the hard disk and then unzip the file (the name 
of the zip file is abackup.zip).  Note: If you are using a floppy diskette and have a very large 
personal dictionary, the abackup.zip  might not fit on the a diskette.  If this is the case you will get a 
message from the file management program and you will need to backup your personal dictionary 
using the Dictionary Management Program Backup option.  Note that no jobs (transcripts) will be 
copied with this backup method.  Any jobs you want to move over to the new computer will have to 
be copied over separately. 
 
If you do not have the File Management program on your old computer, go to the ACAT menu, 
click on File Backup/Restore menu item and choose “Copy File to Floppy”.    
 
To Copy All of Your Files 
1. On your old computer,  When prompted for the name of the file to copy, type in:    *.*       (Be 

sure to use high density floppies).  When one diskette is full, the program will prompt you to put 
in another diskette. 

2. Follow the procedure below “Copying Files to the New Computer” to copy the files onto the new 
computer. 

 
To Copy Selected Files 
If you do not want to copy all of your files from the old computer, then you should at least copy over 
your personal dictionary and include files. 
1. To copy your personal dictionary from your old computer, go into the Dictionary Management 

program, choose BackUp/Restore Personal Dict. and then choose Backup to Floppy.  This 
procedure will copy your personal dictionary, information file and other relevant files to floppy 
diskette(s). 

2. On your new computer,  go into the Dictionary Management program, choose BackUp/Restore 
Personal Dict. and then choose Restore to Hard Disk.  This procedure will copy your personal 
dictionary and information file from the floppy diskette(s) to the hard disk. 

3. To copy your include files from your old computer, on the ACAT menu under File Backup/
Restore choose Copy File to Floppy.  When prompted for the name of the file to copy, type in:    
*.inc 

4. To copy selected jobs (transcripts), enter the job name when prompted for the name of the file 
to copy. 

5. If you have programmed your function keys and want them to work the same way on the new 
computer, the file you will have to copy is ‘keys.dat’. 

6. Other files you may want to copy are: 
• user.dct 
• *.atf 
• phonetic.dat 
• *.lst 
• *.nbr 

Depending on the version of the AristoCAT software you have and other factors, you may not have 
all of the above files. 
 
Copying Files to the New Computer 
To copy the files onto your new computer, go into the File Management program.  Make sure you 
have selected the appropriate Diskette drive near the bottom right of the File Management program 



if you are using removable media other than a floppy diskette.  If you want to copy all of the files 
from the removable media, click the bottom Select All button and all of the files in the bottom 
window will be highlighted.  Now click the Copy menu item at the top of the File Management 
window, then click “Copy from Diskette”. 
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